
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.  C .  

Applica.tion No. 12360 of Socie ty  of Africa.n Missions, pursua.nt 
t o  Sub-section 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regula.tions f o r  a. s p e c i a l  
exception under Sub-section 3101.46. Applicant seeks t o  e s t a b l i s h  
dormi tor ies ,  c la , ss  rooms, a.nd o f f i c e s  of t h e  School of Religion 
(Howa.rd Un ive r s i ty ) .  The proper ty  i s  i n  t h e  R-2 D i s t r i c t  a . t  1240 
Randolph Street ,  N ,  E. ,  Lot 25, (formerly Lots 812,814,815,817, 
819) Squa.re 3923. 

HEARING DATE: Ma.rch 19, 1977 
D E C I S I O N  DATE: A p r i l  6 ,  1977 

F I N D I N G S  OF FACT: 

1. The proposed occupancy i s  designed t o  m e e t  a p re s s ing  
need of t h e  Univers i ty  f o r  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  School of Religion 
tha.t  p r e s e n t l y  a . r e  no t  a.va,ila,ble on t h e  ma,in ca.mpus. The p resen t  
f a . c i l i t y  wa.s  designed a.s a. l ib ra . ry  and i s  no t  s u i t a . b l e  f o r  u s e  
a .s  a cha.pe1 and a. School of Rel igion.  

2. The proper ty  located a t  1240 Randolph S t r ee t ,  N , E .  i s  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  a School of Religion a s  it conta ins  a s m a l l  chapel,  
o f f i c e s  and o t h e r  space. 

3. This  Board has previously approved res idence  f o r  a 
c l e r i c a l  group of f o r t y  (40) persons a t  t h e  proposed s i t e  i n  
Order No. 7661. 

4. F a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  proposed School of Rel igion w i l l  providc 
a l i v i n g  a r e a  t o  accommodate t h i r t y - f o u r  (34) persons and w i l l  
ha.ve a f a c u l t y  of n ine  (9) and a s tuden t  enrollment of approxi- 
mately 150 and t h e  maximum number of s tuden t s  p re sen t  a t  any one 
t i m e  w i l l  be e ighty  (80). 

5, The hours of opera.tion f o r  c la .sses  w i l l  be from 9:00 A.M. 
t o  8:30 P . M . ,  Monday t h r u  Thursday and 9100 A.M. t o  5:OO P.M. 
Frida.y . 

6.  The chapel and school w i l l  be open t o  t h e  neighborhood 
on a. l imi ted  basis providing a. community resource c e n t e r .  

7. The subject proper ty  i s  1oca.ted wi th in  t h e  R-2 D i s t r i c t  
a.nd t h e  proposed occupa.ncy when a.dded t o  a.11 e x i s t i n g  bu i ld ings  
and s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  ca.mpus does no t  exceed t h e  gross  f l o o r  a.rea.  
p rescr ibed  f o r  t h e  R-5-B D i s t r i c t .  The Univers i ty  i s  permit ted 
a.n FAR of 1.80 a.nd t h e  proposed u s e  w i l l  not  exceed tha.t  c e i l i n g .  
The l o t  a.rea. of t h e  subject s i t e  i s  29,905 squa,re f e e t  and t h e  
gross  f l o o r  a.rea. of t h e  cha.pe1 and school  i s  23,772 squa.re f e e t  
g iv ing  a.n FAR of -78. 
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8.  The proposed u s e  i s  compatible with surrounding u s e s  
a s  a. c o r r i d o r  of C - 1  zoned proper ty  extends t o  t h e  southeas t  
corner  of 12th a,nd Randolph Streets,  N.E.  I a.lmost d i r e c t l y  a.cross 
t h e  s t reet  from t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  Property d i r e c t l y  a.cross t h e  
s t ree t  t o  t h e  south is  zoned R-1-B a.nd C-2-A proper ty  l i e s  t h r e e  
( 3 )  blocks from t h e  subject s i t e .  

9. Simi la r  u s e s  a l ready  exist  i n  t h e  immediate area such 
a s  t h e  Cathol ic  Educational Press proper ty  on t h e  south s i d e  of 
Randolph and 13th S t ree ts ,  N.E., t h e  Monastery Pilgrimage H a l l  
a t  t h e  northwest corner  of Quincy and 14th S t r e e t s ,  N.E., and 
t h e  Franciscan Monastery which is  wi th in  two ( 2 )  b locks of 
t h e  subject s i t e  across  14th  Street ,  N . E ,  

1 0 ,  A r e p o r t  fa.voring t h e  proposed occupa.ncy wa,s  submitted 
by t h e  Municipal Pla.nning Off ice .  

11. The impact on t h e  surrounding a r e a  w i l l  be minimized 
because of t h e  na tu re  of t h e  u s e  involved. The average School 
of Rel igion s tuden t  i s  o l d e r ,  more mature, and morestudious 
than t h e  t y p i c a l  Universi ty  s tudent .  Furthermore, t h e  bu i ld ing  
intended t o  be used has been i n  ex i s t ence  f o r  over t e n  (10 )  years .  

1 2 .  The sub jec t  s i t e  i s  w e l l  served by pub l i c  t ranspor ta , t ion  
a.nd i s  equipped with ea.sy a.ccess t o  t h e  Howa.rd Univers i ty  Ma.in 
Ca,mpus. 

13 ,  This  Boa.rd, ha.s previously found, i n  Order N o .  12018, 
tha.t  t h e  a.pplica.nt qua. l i f  ies a.s a. Univers i ty  under t h e  Zoning 
Regula,tions. 

14, The a.pplica.nt ha.s previously f i l e d ,  with t h e  Boa.rd, t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  long ra.nge pla.ns f o r  developing t h e  ca.mpus a.s a. 
whole which wa , s  a.pproved i n  Order N o .  12018, That p1a.n w i l l  be 
a.mended by a,llowing t h e  p re sen t  f a . c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  School of 
Rel igion on t h e  Ma,in Ca.mpus t o  be used a.s a. Libra.ry. 

15. An o f f i c i a l  of Howard Univers i ty  t e s t i f i e d  a t  t h e  pub l i c  
hear ing  t h a t  t h e  proposed occupancy of t h e  subject s i t e  by t h e  
School of Rel igion w a s  no t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  Campus P l a n  
w a s  submitted t o  t h e  Board and t h e  loca t ion  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  school 
w a s  shown. 
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16, There i s  e x i s t i n g  parking of s i x t e e n  (16) spa.ces with 
room t o  expand, 

17 .  A l l  p roper ty  owners i n  t h e  squa.re of t h e  s u b j e c t  
property supported t h e  g ran t ing  of t h i s  a.pplica.t ion and t h e  only 
opposi t ion r e g i s t e r e d  a , t  t h e  pub l i c  hea.ring wa.s  tha . t  of a. c i t i z e n  
wi th  property t h r e e  (3)  blocks removed, 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  proposed School of Rel igion i s  
so located t h - t  it w i l l  no t  become ob jec t ionab le  t o  neighboring 
proper ty  owners because of no i se ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of s tuden t s  o r  
o t h e r  ob jec t ionable  condi t ions  and complies w i t h  a l l  requirements 
of Paragraph 3101-46 of t h e  Zoning Regulations,  

The g ran t ing  of t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  be i n  harmony with the 
genera l  purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regulations and Maps 
and w i l l  no t  tend t o  a f f e c t  adversely t h e  u s e  of neighboring 
p r o p e r t i e s  i n  accordance wi th  s a i d  Zoning Regulations and Maps 
a s  se t  f o r t h  i n  Paragraph 8207 of s a i d  r egu la t ions .  Accordingly, 
it i s  ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  GRANTED s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
following CONDITIONS:  

a .  Twenty-six ( 2 6 )  parking spa.ces m u s t  be provided. 

b, The ma.ximum s tuden t  enrollment w i l l  be one hundred 
f i f t y  (150)  s tuden t s .  

c .  No more tha,n t h i r t y - f o u r  (34) s tuden t s  w i l l  be housed. 

VOTE : 

3-0 ( L i l l a .  B u r t  Cummings, Esq., W i 1 l i a . m  F.  McIntosh a.nd 

himself on t h e  grounds tha. t  he i s  a n  employee of 
Leonard L ,  McCa.nts, Esq., D r .  W a . l t e r  B.  L e w i s  recused 

Howa.rd Univers i ty)  
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BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED By:  
A R T W R  B ,  HATTON 
E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  

- - 
F I N A L  DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS 
ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY PERMIT 
I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER 


